IFIAS ISSUES

Civil society has achieved important
changes in recent decades: the iron
curtain in Europe fell, civil and
human rights are better protected
than ever on this continent, freedom
of movement makes people travel
without boarders through most of
our countries, crisis management
and conflict prevention have been
established successfully on the
Balkans. Never before have
European citizens enjoyed such
political stability on our continent.

Civil society successfully opposed
that a majority of European countries
joined the war in Iragq. A huge
reduction of arms spending took
place in the last decade in our
Conscription was
abolished in more than two thirds of
the EU member states.

countries.

However, there are a number of
demands still unsatisfied: Minorities
should have equal rights everywhere
in Europe and her neighbouring
countries. Refugees should be
treated with the human dignity we
ask for everybody. Pluralism and
respect for sexual, ethnic and
religious diversity must not only be

written into constitutions but
implemented. These are some of
the challenges we wish to take on in
the first decade of the 21*t century.

Supporting civil society, building up
local capacities and defending
peace, civil rights and democracy in
Europe — these have been the goals
of IFIAS’ work for more than 25
years. The re-unification of Europe,
the development of an EU peace
and neighbourhood policy have
given these

ISSsues a new

momentum.




However, most countries of the
former Soviet Union still face many
unresolved challenges: Russia has
not been able to stop war in
Chechnya. On the contrary, violence
increased after the 2" military
invasion in this Caucasus republic
in 1999. Around 300.000 people
died or were injured, and almost half
of the original Chechen population
has been forced to leave their homes.
What's more, humanitarian aid and
attempts to conflict resolution
activities have nearly come to an
end. The involvement of Russian
Human Rights organisations to
monitor HR violations has been the
only progress perceivable in past
five years. Yet, the doors to a
peaceful solution of the conflict
seem all but shut. Not the rule of law
but terrorism is the dominating
factor.

In addition, the Southern Caucasus
is far from being a sovereign,
peaceful and stable place for its
citizens. Georgia’'s Rose revolution
created hopes that have not yet
been fulfilled. The three Caucasus
Republics are still governed by
oligarchies that are not ready to
share power with civil society or
accept political pluralism. They are
united in the wish to get away from
Russian influence and in most of
their policies seek US protection
and money. Azerbaijan’s recent
election failed to bring about change
and the profit coming from a new oil
pipeline is not shared with the public.
Georgia is still partially occupied by
Russian troops and ruled by illegal
oligarchies in Southern Ossetia and
Abchasia. Moldova is also partially
occupied by Russian troops and run
by corrupt oligarchies in
Transdnistria.

Similarly, people in Belarus are far
away from enjoying freedom. An
authoritarian regime is using
Russian oil to keep a country, which
is isolated form the international
community, economically going,
while at the same time suppressing
mercilessly any movement towards
pluralism and democracy. An end of
Russian support would offer the
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democratic opposition a chance to
overcome the terrible blows it has
experienced. Therefore, more than
10 Mio people need European
solidarity.

In a more positive note, the Western
Balkans has seen a huge and
impressive demonstration of civil
society all over the countries
involved in a terrible war. Nationalism
and violence are being addressed
through education and training
programs of non-governmental
organisations, targeting particularly
young people. Nevertheless, 10
years after the Dayton agreement
we are still confronted with unsolved
constitutional problems in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Serbia and

Montenegro. More than a million
refugees and displaced people
have not yet returned home. In
Serbia and Croatia recent elections
have put nationalist parties back into
power. Serbs are once again living
without the protection of the rule of
law.

Turkey has become a new hope for
Europe. The beginning of
negotiations for an accession of
Turkey to the European Union has
created expectations in Turkey (and
fears in the rest of Europe) that led
to a new reform policy, new
dynamics for peace and democracy
within the Kurdish part of Turkey and
more tolerance within Turkish
society. While there are still long
ways to go, the South Eastern part



of Europe has gained attention and
attraction to build up civil societies
In this region in the coming decade.
With Turkey on its way towards
membership, other countries are
also coming closer to Europe: Iraq,
Iran, Syria and the Middle East in
general.

Lastly, Maghreb countries come to
our attention as the final transit
countries for refugees from the
south, asked to do the dirty work for
EU member states to discourage
migrants from their perilous journey
to the promised lands. Also, they are
countries of origin for a great number
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of our citizens, which are significantly
underrepresented in EU demaocratic
institutions.

IFIAS has always tried to strike a fair
balance between activities inside
and outside EU and believes that our
governments are held to practice
the same amount of inclusive
measures, conflict prevention, de-
escalation and respect of Human
Rights in their own countries which
they demand of the recipients of
their all-too-often ineffective
development aid.



IFIAS ACTIVITIES

IFIAS regards civil society
development as the motor of
transition to democracy. Our
project s promote fundament al
European values such as the
respect of minorities’ rights,
women'’s and children’s rights and it
seeks to create local capacities as
well as new partnerships between
NGOs and citizens in old and new
EU members and neighbouring
countries.

While the constitutions of the
countries we work in usually offer the
necessary legal provisions to
ensure fundamental values, we need
to encourage their implementation
by local administrations. This is
usually the hardest part of our work,
since bad habits die slowly and local
violence between civil society
activists and the police or militia
groups is a perpetual powder keg
threatening to blow up national
efforts for social peace and rising
prosperity.

IFIAS has a long experience in
moderating local conflict and
promoting civil dialogue.

Civil society needs to be strong and
self assured. It needs a high degree
of organisation, democratic
principles, an active membership
and strong links to the international
civil society community and
networks. Only then can it effectively
influence local administration and
local authority.

Also, civil society funnels new ideas
into its own membership, such as
the rights for women and children,
or the promotion of sexual, ethnic
and religious diversity, or the right
to conscientious objection of military
service, or media pluralism.



This makes civil society an
important agent of change at the
bottom of society, against the
burden of “historical habits” and
“local culture”. The intelligent use of
media and trustworthy collaboration
with local journalists gives it a better
voice and makes it use an important
power within society to get the
changes they want to happen.

IFIAS helps existing NGOs to
professionalise and to use
experiences from other international
conflict scenes to reach social
peace and promote local
development.

We do not believe in the often used
“franchising-system” of NGOs who
force their structures, names and
ideas onto other organisations
through the frequent and long-term
use of expatriate project managers.
These managers then run all the

activities and are in total control of
funds, until they leave and activities
usually stop.

Our approach is different. We start
by identifying already existing
organisations or individuals who
show interest in our work and
objectives. Subsequently, we invite
them to work with us on a small joint
pilot project or we encourage them
to send a local activist to serve as
an intern at IFIAS Brussels for three
to six months and learn about
advocacy and networking in the EU
context. Usually, this leads to joint
project writing which is an important
step to create confidence and trust
as you have to clearly identify the
common goals — both politically and
financially. This way of acting needs
investment from both IFIAS (money
for subsistence of the intern and
time of the staff for training) and the
partner (money for travelling). The
partnership is aimed at building
confidence and trust through
transparent processes and joint
actions, while at the same time
IFIAS benefits from original first-
hand information about the situation
in the target countries and the
partners from first-hand information
about the EU member states and
Brussels institutions.



ACTIVITIES IN 2005 - 2006

Armenia/Azerbaijan

Two countries in war in front of our
doors — this is unacceptable and
local civil society desperately seeks
support to strengthen efforts of
dialogue between these Caucasian
countries through strengthening
independent media, exchanges with
partners and learning from
European experiences. We have
longstanding partnership with
Internews’ local organisations in both
countries, promoting independent
media and a number of other local
NGOs are requesting attention. We
expect to also have a joint project
with our Turkish partners on this
Issue.

Belarus

The return to the rule of law and civil
rights in Belarus has been on the
top of the IFIAS agenda since 1994.
Ever since 1997 IFIAS has been
working with Charter 97 and invited
a number of interns to help with
advocacy projects. Only in 2004 the
European Commission included
Belarus in its programme for a
European Initiative for Democracy
and Human Rights (EIDHR). Under
this program, IFIAS started an

2005 for Non-
Governmental Media Dialogue,
jointly with Internews Ukraine,
Internews Russia and Internews
Belarus. Getting the country out of
self-isolation and making it a
European priority for change is the
key for transition to democracy.
IFIAS also initiated a campaign
“Solidarity for Belarus” and
demands freedom of travel for her
citizens in the months to come.

initiative in



Bosnia

IFIAS recently published a brochure
in German language to remind of the
still unsettled situation in Bosnia (get
it over www.ifias.net). In September
2004 the Council of Europe invited
Gerd Greune to an expert meeting
to evaluate the alternative civilian
service law for conscientious
objectors. Solidarity with displaced
people and returnees remain top on
the agenda as well as the
mobilisation of the youth to re-build
a country which has not yet found
its sovereign place in Europe.
Governmental efforts will fail unless
all parts of society develop a
common will to live and work
together. In 2006, IFIAS draws
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attention to the cities of Foca-on-
Drina and ViSegrad. In Bosnia we
continue to work together with
Internews Bosnia | Herzegovina in
Sarajevo.

Bulgaria

Civil society in Bulgaria is mainly
supported and funded by
international money. This has to
change. A sovereign civil society
needs to obtain its own funds. IFIAS
board members were part of an
evaluation of existing EU grants by
invitation of the local EC Delegation
and IFIAS helps to create a local
network of youth organisations in
cooperation with the European
Youth forum. Joint campaigns have
been agreed with the Youth Society
for Peace and Development of the
Balkans in Plovdiv.

Iran

The latest developments in Iran
speak of a hardening of positions
and more pressure on people
striving for civil liberties. IFIAS
works with Mediaclinic Germany, the
Iranian Feminist Tribune, Teheran,
Women’'s Magazine Badjens,
Teheran and Radio Gashedak, Bern
on projects including media for
women.



Iraq

The Belgium government funded a
study tour for 15 lraqi journalists
from all Iraqgi regions and ethnicities
in June 2004 in cooperation with
Internews Europe. The group met
Belgian and German media outlets,
the European Parliament, the
International Criminal Court in the
Hague and NATO. Bestoon Nameq,
NGO activist and manager in
Suleimanya spent a two months
internship at IFIAS Brussels and
became since 1%t of January 2005
the representative of IFIAS in Iraq,
preparing joint project proposals
involving mainly displaced people.

Palestine

We are preparing projects in the
framework of programs of the
European Commission namely with
the Holy Land Trust in Bethlehem
and activists from local Popular
Committees in the refugee camps.
Peace in the Middle East will not be
possible without the initiative of
young Palestinians who have never
known anything but refugee camps
and displacement.
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Russia

The establishment of a human rights
centre in Southern Russia and a
North Caucasus Centre for
Democracy at Rostov University is
on the agenda of our local partners
in this part of Russia, which is
particularly suffering from the war in
Chechnya. This includes the Rostov
University and the Human Rights
library at the High School No. 1 at
Mineralnye Vody. Alternative service
organisations are seeking support
for the protection of human rights
and the independence of non-
governmental organisations.
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Serbhia

Psycho Invest, our partner in Serbia
for more than ten years, is
continuing psychological therapies
and treatment for traumatised
refugee children with annual
summer programs in Bela Crkva, at
the Danube river. Private German
donations have made these
programs possible over the years.
In 2005 a group of 50 refugee
children from Kosovo could join this
program. A right wing shift had put
democratic forces into opposition
again. With our democratic friends
around Nenad Canak in Novi Sad
IFIAS is seeking European support
for further democratisation.



Syria

Human rights organisations in Syria
have no licence and remain under
severe pressure by the regime in
Damascus. IFIAS created a first
European project with groups like
Hurriyat, SWASIAH, HRAS, AOHR,
CDF, the Atassi Forum, the
Committee for Rebuilding Civil
Society, Hamah -Committee for
Human Rights, the Human Rights
Education Forum, MOBADARA
(women’s  organisation) in
September 2005 and raised funds
to create a training centre for civil
society. IFIAS Director Susanne
Drake met the EU Delegation in
Syria and representatives of the
new partner organisations. IFIAS’
projects in Syria are linked to our
efforts in Southeast-Anatolia ,
Palestine and lIrag to establish a
regional framework for a peaceful
transition towards civil dialogue and
human dignity. A Syrian intern joins
the Brussels office in 2006.

Turkey

Turkey has brought already a
considerable number of new citizens
into Europe, including their historical
values. But Turkish migration also
led to new conflicts. Since 2003
IFIAS has worked with the Turkish
human rights organisation “Insan
Haklari Dernedi” (IHD), the Kurdish
Institute and the Kurdish Pen-Club
with programs in South East Anatolia
and Istanbul. In September 2004,
IFIAS director Susanne Drake
spoke at a KADER women'’s
conference in Istanbul and
developed an EC project for a
human rights centre in Diyarbakir.
German Foreign Office funds
allowed a pilot project in December
2004, two seminars on “European
Human Rights Standards for NGOs
in South East Anatolia” which
became part of the local human
rights week on 12-16 December
2004. The new human rights centre,
located at IHD, offers training for
activists, journalists and NGO and
Trade Union leaders on
communication strategies with the
aim to install regular civil dialogue in
the region. EU funds allow free legal
advice for women and children. The
Diyarbakir Metropolitan Municipality
supports the project.
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Ukraine/ Georgia

Veronika Vashchenko of Internews
Ukraine passed an internship at
IFIAS in 2004. A number of regional
project developments in Ukraine,
Belarus and Moldova are patrticularly
directed to a stronger cooperation
of local media and local NGOs there.
Strengthening journalistic skills on
conflict reporting to help supporting
conflict resolution and settlement is
a major part of these programmes.
IFIAS enjoyed a common
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presentation of these countries in an
exhibition and reception underlining
the need for more civil society
presence in Brussels from our
neighbour countries in the EU
“neighbourhood programme”. Nino
Gogolashvili from Internews
Georgia also joined our internship
program. The need for civil society
projects for a better inclusion of
refugees and displaced people and
conflict resolution with Abchazia are
preponderant.



EU BASED ACTIVITIES

Dialogue on EU - values with
represent atives of the Muslim
community

On June 16, 2004, a debate under
the title "From parallel monologues
to a true dialogue - Europe and
Islam” took place at the IFIAS
gallery on Brussels with Jo Leinen
(MEP), Mohammed Lahlali, (Vice-
Mayor of Brussels-Schaerbeek for
education), Ali Daddy (NGO
“Miroir”), Anwar Aljebor (Radio Al
Nahrain in Basra, Iraq) and Gamila
Dhari (Forum of European Muslim
Youth and Student Organizations,
Brussels). The discussion was held
both in English and French and was
moderated by IFIAS-president
Gerd Greune.

The European Bureau of

Conscientious Objection (EBCO)

Serbia was top on the agenda of the
annual EBCO meeting at IFIAS
headquarters in Brussels in October
2004. Several thousand of young
Serbs have fled their country during
the Balkan war and cannot return.
EBCO’s 25th anniversary was
marked by a workshop on
“Conscientious objection and the
European Constitution” opened by

MEP Jo Leinen - chairperson of the
Committee for Constitutional Affairs
in the European Parliament. EBCO
President Gerd Greune reminded of
the important efforts of the EBCO
members and Members of the
European Parliament to include the
Right for Conscientious objection
into the Charta of fundamental rights
of the European Union.
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Violence against young women

and girls from immigrant
backgrounds
Susanne Drake’s article on violence

against women of minority
communities has been published in
January 2005 in: Women'’s feature

service , an online news service,
accessible at

http://imww .wfsnews.org .

In the last years, EU member states
have witnessed a number of crimes
against women and young girls,
which are falsely linked to “cultural
heritage”. In the context of our work
with the new EU neighbourstates,
and also the Mediterranian
countries, all of which are either
countries of origin of a great number
of refugees or transit countries for
refugees, we need to ensure that
EU values and laws are applied to
everybody in the same way and are
endorsed by diaspora groups.

Peace and Disarmament - NPT —

Atomtest Stop! Initiative

IFIAS started a campaign for a
“European Constitution for Peace
and Disarmament” on the occasion
of the 60th commemoration day of
the end of World War I, calling for
a change in the draft European
constitution:
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Section |, article 40.3 reads:
“Member States shall undertake
progressively to improve their
military capabilities.” IFIAS
collected signatures to change this
absurdity to: “Member States shall
undertake progressively to reduce
military capabilities worldwide.*
The international campaign for the
Albert Einstein Year 2005 held
two meeting in Brussels, at the
European Parliament and at the
Université Libre de Bruxelles. IFIAS
carries its appeal for a European
nuclear disarmament initiative
which also received support from a
number of MEPs. The Belgian
Senate voted in favour of the
removal of nuclear weapons from



Europe. In Germany, a wider debate
on how to get rid of the remaining
atomic weapons at US military
airbases is taking place.

To commemorate the 60th
anniversary of nuclear bombing
of Hiroshima , IFIAS and the
German Action-Office “Atomtest
STOP” have published an appeal for
a European nuclear disarmament
initiative in the Suddeutsche
Zeitung. The text has meanwhile
been translated into all official
languages of the European Union
and can be obtained at the IFIAS
offices.

Young European Media
Professionals: YEMP!

In March 2003, IFIAS founded the
Young European Media
Professionals (YEMP asbl). YEMP
IS an organization registered under
Belgian law that promotes social
responsibility among journalists and
communication professionals,
seeks to develop a European
concept of media, and tries to
achieve a ban on hate speech.

The following organisations have
since become affiliates of YEMP:
Internews Armenia, Internews
Azerbaijan, Internews Georgia,

Mediaclinic (Germany), Rostov
Regional Center for Law and Mass
Media, Mediasojuz Stavropol (both
Russian Federation), Federation for
European Journalism Students
(Slovenia), Observatori de la
Cobertura informativa de
Conflictes- (OCC)- Universitat
Autonoma de Barcelona (Spain),
Internews Ukraine, Programme in
Comparative Media Law and Policy
(PCMLP), University of Oxford (UK)

In Germany, YEMP currently
monitors the use of digitalized
media in several German states
(Lander) according to EU
regulations. Afirst two-La&nder report
Is so far available at YEMP.
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Requests for speakers and
researchers: info@ifias.net

IFIAS entertains relations with a
number of renown researchers and
speakers from the major European
Universities, the European
Institutions and the Brussels based
NGO community and can help you
find the right person for your project,
conference or seminar.
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IFIAS cont acts:

Gerd Greune, president
gerd@ifias.net

Susanne Drake, director
drake@ifias.net

Walter Vermander,
financial manager
w.vermander@myonline.be



